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It’s without a saying that everyone is welcome to Switzerland. Not because we
had a hundred thirty years ago the important Japanese mission came that you

should be excused not to come in the 21st century.
that I was very flattered to be that. The Iwakura Mission stayed for more

than two weeks at this still existing famous Hotel des Belgues.
leadership and openness which we have still centuries to face the future

I'm convinced that we had still a lot of ancestors who showed courage
in our relations.

eration at that time officially received the Iwakura

Mission. This mission also met what we call now-
adays the civil society and visited not only Bern

but also various parts of Switzerland.
which happens to be my hometown. And I'm glad
to see that there are some pictures of Geneva here

One of the most important stop over was Geneva,

a little bit expen-

«

A A ZAILFEEE B KfE

Ladies and Gentlemen, it’s of course a very great pleasure for me to be here today

for this New Year reception of the Iwakura Mission Society. 'm extremely pleased
Let me recall one or two historical facts. On June 21, 1873, the Federal Consulate

that you decided to make the year 2004 as the Swiss year to commemorate the 140
President of Swiss Confed-

anniversary of Japan and Switzerland relations.

sive” 7£Hotel des Belgues
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